
Watching 

Fleabag. Late 

to the party,  

I know. I love 

its dark, sly 

humour and  

oh my God,  

the priest. “Kneel!”  

Reading Under the Camelthorn Tree, 

a memoir by Kate Nicholls about 

raising five children among the  

lions in Botswana. It’s an unflinching 

look at anthropology, feminism, 

motherhood and sexual violence 

My culture diary 
and its secondary victims. 

Listening to Big Bad by 

Giggs. I love everything he 

does – his humour, the total 

genius of the line “Sh*t’s 

Madagascar, When the 

monkeys made a poo 

scatter.” in the song Baby. It 

makes me laugh every time. 

Eating at The Wild Strawberry 

Cafe in Buckinghamshire. 

It’s a restaurant on a picking 

farm, in a yurt, surrounded 

by fields. Katy Brill, the 

owner, is a brilliant chef.

Learning to Speak Greek. It’s 

such a beautiful language. 

Scrolling Endlessly looking 

at old chintzy wallpaper, or 

fantasy seaside houses on 

Rightmove. I’m obsessed  

by Regency houses on the 

Sussex coast. My new kids’ 

book, Madame Badobedah, 

is peppered with them! 

Shopping at I love my old flat mate, 

Susie Cave’s, line The Vampire’s 

Wife. She’s makes clothes that are 

elegant, sexy and infinitely wearable.

Visiting San Sebastian in Spain. 

Home to the world’s most delicious 

cheesecake (go to La Vina) and 

great for surfing and pintxos. 

Madame Badobedah by Sophie 

Dahl and illustrated by Lauren 

O’Hara (Walker Books) is out now.  

It is also available as a Bolinda 

audiobook, read by Sophie Dahl. 

THIS 
MONTH, 
YOU’LL 

FIND ME…

The Irishman
There are 

Hollywood  

stars aplenty  

in this one-off 

post-war Mafia saga that looks at 

the disappearance of union boss 

Jimmy Hoffa (Al Pacino). Robert De 

Niro plays real-life character Frank 

Sheeran. Also stars Joe Pesci, Anna 

Paquin and Harvey Keitel. Netflix

The King
Head back to 

the 15th century 

as Timothée 

Chalamet plays 

Hal, the reluctant heir to the English 

throne, who’s turned his back on 

royal life. But when his father dies, 

Hal is crowned King Henry V.  

Look out for Robert Pattinson  

and Lily-Rose Depp. Netflix

Stream it 
Our pick of what to watch 

whenever you want…

The Crown
Olivia Colman 

takes over as 

Queen Elizabeth 

II for this third 

series that stretches from the 1960s 

to 1977. Tobias Menzies now plays 

Prince Philip, with Helena Bonham 

Carter as Princess Margaret and 

Jason Watkins plays pipe-smoking 

Prime Minister Harold Wilson. Netflix

What’s trending now…
Time to see a Christmas show or pantomime? Oh, 

yes it is! From the post-war themed Dick Whittington 

at Hackney Empire in London (from 23 Nov-5 Jan; 

hackneyempire.co.uk) to the magic of Birmingham 

Royal Ballet’s The Nutcracker (22 Nov-14 Dec; 

birminghamhippodrome.com), there is plenty around 

to bring festive cheer. Fancy a musical? How The 

Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical is at Edinburgh’s 

Festival Theatre (26 Nov-1 Dec; capitaltheatres.com).

For a challenging, provocative podcast 

that explores world issues and ideas, 

check out The TED Interview. Head  

of TED Chris Anderson speaks to 

fascinating people, such as Kai-Fu Lee 

on the future 

of AI or Monica 

Lewinsky 

arguing in 

favour of a 

bully-free 

world. w&h

LISTEN UP

what’s on

Author and former  
fashion model Sophie 

Dahl, 42, lives in 
Buckinghamshire with 
her musician husband 
Jamie Cullum, 40, and 

their two daughters
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